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AFTER A LIFETIME IN PERIOD HOMES,
SARA LOW TOOK A BOLD STEP INTO
CONTEMPORARY ARCHITECTURE

To swap a picture book seventeenth
century home for the challenges of building an ultra-modern,
eco-friendly house is brave enough. But when the site is also
picturesque, and greenfield, and the odds of getting planning
permission look difficult to say the least, then such a leap requires
more than a little determination, faith and passion.

Sara Low has proved she has such qualities in spades. "All my life
I've lived in period houses.’ says Sara, sitting on one of the sculpted
terraces, looking out across the woodlands, °l was in a beautiful
house nearby, but with 14 bedrooms it was rather big for one ageing
widow. | decided to sell it and because | owned this wood, | wanted
to build here. | wanted 1o build a wonderful, modern house.”

Sara’s initial contacts with the local council, Suffolk Coastal, were
not encouraging. She was told to save her money, because she would
never get permission to build a new house in her woods, just beyond

the edge of a small village in Suffolk

This was the beginning of what became a very long journey. Sara
was aware of a planning clause put forward 10 years ago by her local
MP, John Gummer. PPG7 allows for one-off new country houses of
exceptional architectural merit. The chances were slim, but the
sheer

A few weeks later another friend introduced her to architects Paulo
Ma
set to work.

act it was a possibility justified an attempt

to and Paul Acland of Paul+0 Architects and the three of them
hey found the precise spot for the house and said ~let’s
have a go at getting planning™,” says Sari. "It's thanks to them and

their incredible hard work that we got permission through FPG
John Gummer got behind it because there wasn't a single PPG7 house
in Suffolk and because he loved the design, and Michael Hopkins

|one of Britain's leading architects with a home nearby|, wrote to

the planners.’ This, together with further letters to the planners,
councillors and to CABE (the Commission for Architecture and the

Built Environment), was enough to sway the decision in a's favour.
"We put strong arguments forward to the planning committee

and commissioned an historian to do a survey of country houses in

Suffolk.’ says Paulo Marto. ‘Historically, many had been destroyed

and very few replaced. Luckily, the planners were very forward

thinking - they looked at the proposals in a very intelligent way.’
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Sara and her architects secured planning permission in autumn
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One of the bedrooms has a dramatic shower room partially
by windows that reveal the woodland. Influ from that off

de Moura through to Modernist m 5 FINAnN ploneer
Mies der Rohe. But there are also local references.

‘As architects, we like to use traditional building techniques in
Contempor: W darto, ‘A lot of the materials follow on firc
the tradition of the country house and vernacular architecture. We
used Suffolk rendet, local fint, stone for the Noors and the 3
wall, as well as oak for the floors upstairs.’__
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Paul+0 Architects
[020 7604 3618;
paul-o-architects.com|
Engineer

Whithy Bird
(020 T631 6281; whithybird.com)

Knights Warner
[s02 740 ET7)

AGB ironmongery by Sampsons
(448 E18 DBE|
R )

Sarnafil
|0E03 148 985; samafil.oo,uk]

Stonell Architectural Dffice
(020 7738 DBOE; stonell.com)

1 -

Double-fumed oak by FPS

[020 8222 6776: fpsfiooring.com|
Nick Willis Woodworking

[020 B3EE 1939)

Bathroom fittings

Driginal Bathrooms

(020 B340 7554;
original-bathrooms.co.uk]

B

Spatially, the house is a voyage of discovery. On the ground floor
a dramatic hallway leads to the 50-foot living room and from there
to the kitchenfdining area. Then the double-height library, guest
bedroom and a painting studio. ‘Everything delights me,’ says Sara
"My bedroom is a joy, it's like waking up in the trees.

As for PPG7, the clause has now been amended to PPS7, and allows
for one-off country houses if they reflect the “the highest standards
of contemporary architecture’. This will hopefully mean a smoother
passage for occasional gems like Wilderness House.

‘Sometimes you hear horror stories about archite

5 and their
‘We've all
become great friends. Paul and Paulo have come up for Christmas,

clients, but for us it's been a great success,’ says S;

for my birthday. They are like another two sons, those boys.' %
For more infarmation about planning, turn to our self-build guide on p152
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A LASTING TRIBUTE
Sadly, Sara passed away in July. On the advice of Paul+D, we decided to
feature her home as planned. Here, John Bummer MP talks shout his friend

v she came with his
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